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The mainstream craft beer scene in Southern California takes place behind the bar, and nowadays it involves a series of brand-blending, brewer, distributor, and distributor-shipping “handoffs.” The beers are basically
handled from owner to distributor, and every step in between is part of the deal. In the case of Big Time Brewery, the Houston, Texas company, the process was thought to be impeccable. The problem was, of course,
that when the Brewers Association, a non-profit trade group, made that exact claim, they were lying. The big problem with Big Time’s beers were that they didn’t make it back to San Diego. A series of different
contracts were alleged to be in place regarding the distribution of their beers in California, but not in San Diego. It came down to a loophole in the way the local distributors handled multi-distributor contracts. Related
In addition, Big Time first distributed Big Time Brewing products in California between January 1, 2015 and August 2015. “Given the complexity of the contracts between Big Time and its distributors in San Diego, it is

apparent that the draft beer distributors here, of which there are four, had no idea that they were distributing products of another brewery,” Big Time’s attorneys announced in a Tuesday press release.
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