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still, i began to feel part of the culture, and i think that
this is the most important part of my life. at first, some of
my best friends were white. i was popular, and had lots

of friends. it wasn’t long before i began to feel
comfortable. i accepted their parents’ values. in rocky

mount, the african-american parents were generally not
very involved in their children’s lives, so at the same

time i gained a reputation as someone who was doing
the right things, the right things my white friends were
doing. “ a few years earlier, after a long shooting spree
at the edge of the park on carolina, rocky mount police

had cornered a teenager under the overpass at the
intersection of carolina and route 301. he was, in their
words, whacked out of his mind, racing around yelling
allahu akbar, the paaaaaaateet, so how do you solve a
problem like this? for a long time they could make no
sense of the boy's incomprehensible babblings. at last

they decided that it would be easier to just kill him than
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to take him to the state mental hospital, where he would
have to be sedated; besides, they figured, even if they
took him away, the streets would still be awash in his
blood and brains. in the fall of 1996, ernestine's body

was found by a young mother trying to run the interstate
421 overpass just outside rocky mount, an overpass at
which only one lane had been finished. the body, still

clutching the lock to her crack pipe, lay in the dirt on the
steep embankment, as if ernestine had stepped off the

overpass on a dare. the news of ernestine's death leaked
out over the next few days like a slow-moving flood, just
as one item builds upon the last. but it was only after a

tip on the radio that the discovery was made public. then
the news could not be ignored. the rocky mount police

department had been asked to identify the victim after a
lab technician from the medical examiner's office, who
was working with the fbi on the kidnap-slayings in rocky

mount, found ernestine's name on a list of thirteen
women whose husbands had been kidnapped in late

1996, all of them taken off the streets by the same gang
that had snatched tommy mcghee. there was also a

fingerprint card left by the kidnappers when they'd taken
ernestine. the fingerprint card belonged to a woman

who'd been arrested on a drug charge in the mid-90s.
only the names and photographs of her co-defendants

were available for the crime laboratory to match against
the print.
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