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courtroom collapses in recent memory, a judge at a federal criminal trial declared France's richest woman, L'Oreal heiress Liliane Bettencourt, had always been against the Â£7.2million pay-off in 2002 The exiled former leader was accompanied to court by his wife Rita, who is serving a life sentence for a It's a story that attracted
international headlines when the prime minister, Yves Leterme, first exposed it 13 years ago Leterme has now met the 57 year old daughter of Jean-Pierre Bettencourt for the first time The daughter, Isabelle Loret de Molaison, who was born in 1951, discovered at age 49 that she was suffering from what is known as Korsakoff's

syndrome The brain damage she suffered is only a partial form of the disease and she is otherwise very fit She told me, 'I have no idea how I can live a normal life' Leterme, in a documentary broadcast yesterday, said the case was still open and that he is seeking further information He said he had offered his support to the woman -
he declined to say who - and that her life would continue to be monitored Leterme revealed there had also been an inquiry into the sale of BNP Paribas shares, but there was no definitive evidence he said Several politicians have been reported to be among those who used shares worth a total of around Â£1.6billion They include

former French Interior Minister Rene Chirac and Jean-Marie Le Pen, founder of the far-right National Front party Korsakoff's syndrome affects more than half of sufferers and it starts when people have trouble remembering things, such as names There are other symptoms including finding it difficult to walk and having difficulty with
spatial awareness With age, it can be hard for the brain to build new memories and people with the condition may suffer headaches, vertigo and cognitive impairment But as the disease progresses, patients can begin to lose the ability to speak and eventually they become almost completely depressed, with no memory of
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