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Her 12-year-old daughter had been found crying after school, saying she wasn't sure if she wanted to live. The girl hadn't eaten in days and was "depressed, confused and scared." When her daughter asked for help at home, Lovelady called police. They took her daughter away in a patrol car and told her that if she didn't want to be with her mother, she should come to court and testify. Lovelady was arrested and taken to the county jail. Three months later, she was still in court. Her daughter was called to the stand and asked if she had been abused. "She was terrified, and she said,

'Yes,' " Lovelady said. "She said I made her drink milk. I'd give her milk and tell her that if she woke up in the morning, she'd be beaten." Her daughter's words on the stand shocked Lovelady. She'd been "so certain" that her daughter was lying, she said. And it happened again, in 1994, when her 12-year-old daughter testified that she was "forced to have sex" with her stepfather. "That's the first time that I was ever threatened," Lovelady said. "They told her they'd make her meet certain people who would hurt her, and they told her they'd make her go out in the back and 'be punished.'
" Lovelady, who now uses aliases, isn't alone in her story. A landmark study by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that one in five girls has been beaten or hurt by their mother, stepmother or father. The study also found that the numbers have been steadily rising for three decades. It's not a new phenomenon. A report in 1997, just seven years after
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