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Policy Sitemap AdvertiseA voltage switching apparatus such as, for example, a relay or relay-
operated disconnect, may include a main relay connected to a source of an electric current, which is

interrupted by switching the relay from an open position to a closed position. When switching the
relay, a high current arc forms as a result of an electric arc between the contacts of the relay. This
can cause undesirable effects such as electric noise, unwanted arc splatter, and temperature rise,
which may have a negative effect on the surrounding environment, the electrical equipment, and
the operation of the voltage switching apparatus. In some cases, the arc may cause undesirable
effects due to the significant heat released by the arc. A contact bearing may be employed to

extinguish the electric arc in order to, for example, protect the voltage switching apparatus from arc
splatter. The contact bearing may include a contact bearing body disposed within the voltage

switching apparatus and a shunt wire disposed between the contact
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