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with acute viral hepatitis. C1 INH was increased in nine patients (56%). The
levels were higher than normal in three patients, and significantly so in five
(59%). Serum C1 INH levels were below normal in patients with viral hepatitis
A, B, and E, but were elevated in patients with other forms of viral hepatitis.
When C1 INH levels were measured serially in four patients with hepatitis A,
significant increases in C1 INH levels followed spontaneous recovery. The
elevations in C1 INH levels were not due to haemolysis as judged by complete
normalization of red blood cell levels with an extended course of therapy.
Serum C1 INH levels were low in two of the three patients who died. These
results suggest that C1 INH levels are elevated in the early phases of acute
viral hepatitis, and that increased
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